
REPORT
No. 9

Report of the EuroMeSCo Annual Conference 2016
14th - 15th April 2016, Egmont Palace, Brussels

TOWARDS A SECURITY 
ARCHITECTURE 

FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN: 
A CHALLENGE FOR 

EURO-MEDITERRANEAN 
RELATIONS 

Plenary sessions................. 2

Thematic sessions 
(during which some members of
the EuroMeSCo network
presented concept notes of
research papers to be published
in the upcoming months)...... 15

Parallel sessions 
(during which the research
groups that worked over the last
year presented the results of their
joint study)............................. 26

Parallel sessions 
(during which new research
groups presented their project
proposals for 2016-2017).......33

Concluding session......... 42



EUROMESCO REPORT 2
2

Opening Session
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The security of the
EU is intrinsically

linked to that of
the Mediterranean



Plenary Session: Mapping the Security Threats in the Mediterranean

Christian Berger

Ettore Greco, Şaban Kardaş, Salam

Kawakibi, Nicolás Pascual de la Parte,
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Any plan aimed at
stabilising the
region should

include efforts to
foster the rule of

law and to mitigate
the socio-
economic

marginalisation of
wide sectors of the

population,
including the youth

The EU is losing its
economic and

diplomatic clout in
the Mediterranean
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Projects supported
by the EU are
contributing to

prepare the ground
for the day after in

Syria
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Plenary Session: The Current Security Framework in the Mediterranean

Ian Lesser Lahebib Adami,

Emiliano

Alessandri, Tamara Cofman Wittes,

Florence Gaub,
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The current
security framework

in the
Mediterranean is

elusive and
dysfunctional
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A regional security
order requires
stable states 

The Israeli-
Palestinina conflict

constitutes a
matrix of

frustration and is
the main obstacle

to the
establishment of
regional stability
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A comprehensive
strategy that would
combine martitime

and land
parametres and

that would
recognise the

Mediterranean as a
security space is

lacking



Plenary Session: Towards a New Security Architecture in the Mediterranean;
What Role for the European Union

Miguel Angel Moratinos

Joost Hiltermann, Anis Salem,

Pierre Vimont, 
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The responsibility
of some European

states in arming
Arab regimes must

be stressed

The resurgence of
the arms race in

the Mediterranean
is a destabilising

factor
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Northern African
states have been

rather reluctant to
engage in security

cooperation with
the EU
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The case was
made for a gradual

approach that
would first be

restricted to
renewed

cooperation on
specific threats 
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The lack of political
input in EU Foreign

Policy is one of its
structural

shortcomings 

There is an urgent
need for a

common EU
narrative

A badly designed
response and an

overreaction to the
terrorist attacks

and to the “refugee
crisis” could
themselves

become a threat to
the European

Union



Parallel Session: Hard Security Challenges in the Euro-Mediterranean Region

Sven Biscop Ziad Akl,

Ali Fathollah-Nejad, Oded Eran,

Mattia Toaldo, 
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A political long-
lasting solution in
Libya requires the

inclusion of Libyan
militias
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Coercion,
cooperation and

inclusion are three
approaches that

should be
considered in order
to deal with militias

in Libya
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A security
architecture cannot
be built upon sand
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Parallel Session: Socio-Political Challenges in the Euro-Mediterranean

Hatem Ben Salem Mario Abou Zeid, 

Haizam Amirah-Fernández, Mohamed

ElHachimi, Marc Franco, 

Mustapha Kamel Al Sayyid,
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Socio-economic
and political

inclusion need to
be addressed to
prevent another
wave of popular

protests
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The Islamist-
secularist divide

has put obstacles
to political stability
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EU domestic
challenges are
weakening its

capacity to act as a
credible player
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Parallel Session: Environmental and Geopolitical Challenges in the Euro-
Mediterranean Region

Anne-France Didier Diana Szőke, 
Francesca Fabbri, Andrea Frontini, 

Mohamed Behnassi, 

Regional conflicts
are an important

hindrance to untap
the cooperation

potential of oil
discoveries in the

Mediterranean 
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Water security is to
become a key

challenge for the
stability of the
Mediterranean
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The EU has
recognised that

water security
poses a direct

challenge to EU’s
overall security 
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Parallel Session: Terrorist Threat in the Euro-Mediterranean Region

Hanaa Ebeid Fouad Ammor, Dalia

Ghanem-Yazbeck, Patrycja Sasnal, 
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In order to be more
credible, the

counter-
radicalisation

campaigns should
involve the
returnees
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Parallel Session: Migration and Refugees: Impact and Future Policies. Case
Studies of Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon, Spain, Italy and Greece

Roderick Pace Sükrü

Erdem,
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The socio-economic
integration of the

Syrian refugees has
now become the

main challenge for
the Turkish

authorities and
society
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Parallel session: Youth Activism in the South and East Mediterranean Countries
Since the Arab Uprisings: Challenges and Policy Options

Silvia Colombo Nadine Abdalla,

Omar Shaban, 
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It is important to
unpack different

youth groups and to
promote tailored

policies accordingly 

Local activism is
one of the most

effective
mechanism of

social activism in
Egypt 
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Parallel Kick-off Meeting: Future of Syria

Mensur Akgün Florence Gaub, Salam

Kawakibi, Sylvia Tiryaki, ordi Quero Arias,
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Three main
scenarios for the

future of the Syrian
security sector

would need 
to be assessed: 

the Bosnian
scenario, the

Lebanese one and
the Nigerian one 
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Parallel Kick-Off Meeting: Transformation in Tunisia: the First Five Years

Wolfgang Mühlberger Emmanuel Cohen-Hadria,

Sherin Gharib, 

Stefano Torelli, 
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A declining
participation of

citizens in politics
and a growing gap

between the elite
and the society are

two sympoms of the
malaise within the

Tunisia society 
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Parallel Kick-Off Meeting: Mapping Migration Challenges in EU Transit and
Destination Countries

Erzsébet Rózsa Maja Bučar,
Christian Druck, Gunilla Herolf,

Marko Lovec, Roderick

Parkes, 
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Croatia and
Slovenia were

completely
unprepared to

receive massive
flows of migrants

and refugees
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Sweden has
received more

refugees per capita
than any other

European country
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In Germany, the
constant and

massive influx of
refugees to the

country has
generated divisions

within the society



Concluding session 

the Chair of the EuroMeSCo General
Assembly Bichara Khader 
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The EU should
avoid looking at the
MENA region only
through the lenses
of the presence of

Daesh



Irène Mingasson, 
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There is a broad
space for the

contribution of
EuroMesCo to be

heard in the context
of the renewed

ENP


