
EUROMESCO BRIEF 1

“To say: let’s shut all the borders and keep everyone out . . . is impossible. 
To say: let’s open all the borders and let everyone in is equally unrealistic.”

Frans Timmermans, First Vice-President of the European Commission

Euro-Mediterranean Migrations before the Present Humanitarian Crisis1

HOW CAN THE EU BORDER 
BE BETTER MANAGED?

How to balance EU control strategies and 
at the same time guarantee refugee protection

Xavier Aragall*

*Euro-Mediterranean Policies Technical Advisor, European Institute of the Mediterranean (IEMed)
1 This brief was drafted in January 2016, before the EU-Turkey migration summit from March 7, and the
agreement reached in March 18 between the European Union and Turkey to return all new irregular migrants
crossing from Turkey into the Greek islands.
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The Humanitarian Crisis
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Preventing Unauthorised Border Crossing

Table 1

Source: prepared by the author, based on Carrera, Blockmans, Gros & Guild (2015).
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Table 2

Source: prepared by the author, based on UNHCR, RMRP
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How to Protect
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Table 3

Source: prepared by the author, based on UNHCR, Regional Refugee and Migrant Response Plan for Europe
(RMRP)



Table 4
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