
Summary

REPORT No. 7

1 Report written at the EuroMeSCo Academic Secretariat

INCREASING DIVERSITY 
IN THE EURO-MEDITERRANEAN REGION? 

Report of the EuroMeSCo Annual Conference 2014
2nd–3rd October 2014, Palau Firal i de Congressos de Tarragona



2

Opening Session: The ever more complex Mediterranean: national conflicts
and democratic transitions

The war in Syria
must no longer be

examined as a
domestic conflict

but as a great
regional and
international

concern, with a
spill-over effect on

its closest
neighbours. 
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The coalition
against the Islamic

State lacks
coordination and a

comprehensive
proposal on how to
redress economic,
social and political

hardships. 
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International actors
should no longer
favour stability at

the expense of
good governance. 



Plenary Session: Geopolitical transformations in the Mediterranean:
transnational politics and external actors
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The Iranian-Saudi
Arabia rivalry goes

beyond the Shia-
Sunni

confrontation. The
real conflict is

about revolutionary
and conservative

ways of
understanding the

role of the state. 
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Saudi Arabia-Iran
cooperation

against ISIS could
lead to a non–

interference
scenario, where

both Saudi Arabia
and Iran would

accept the other
country playing an
increasing role in

the region. 

The external
powers no longer

have a decisive
influence in the

region. Regional
dynamics have
become more

significant than the
influence that the
traditional powers

can have.



Working Session 1: Scenarios for democratic consolidation and reform 
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The EU should
rethink its

definition of the
neighbourhood and

extend it beyond
the current

borders. 

A
reconceptualization

of relations is
needed on the

basis of a bottom-
up review of the
Neighbourhood

policy towards the
South, with less

over-
institutionalized

frameworks and
more efforts to

engage with the
regional actors. 
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Constitutional
monarchies such

as Jordan and
Morocco have

been perceived in
the West as a

possible model for
gradual political

transformations. Yet
crucial reforms are

still needed to
guarantee a fully-

fledged
democratisation

processes.  



Working Session 2: Patterns of national fragmentation and confrontation
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In Egypt, despite
the revolution,
elections and
constitutional

reforms, the
challenges for

democratic reforms
are substantial,

since politics are
guided by the
imperative of

stability.

Tunisia is the only
example of a
potential fully

democratic
transition, although

the country is not
immune to

instability because
of the lack of

institutional culture
and the uncertainty

about the
effectiveness of

reforms.
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National instability
should be

considered as both
a cause and a

consequence of
the domestic

fragmentation and
tensions at the

intra-state level.
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The international
shifts in the

balance of power
in the region can

lead to more
fragmentation in a

context where
regional powers

exacerbate
tensions.

Coordinated action among the members of the EU when it comes to
implementing political action is crucial to enhance coherence. 



Working Session 3: Eluding transformation: patterns of political continuity
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The new Egyptian
authorities aim to

have the ownership
of the narrative, as

it helps to shape
the understanding

of the historical
events and, as a

result, to maintain
political power.
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If demographic and
energy consump-
tion trends remain
unchanged, it will
be more difficult

for the Gulf
monarchies to

sustain the rentier
state model and to
ensure social and
political stability in

the long term. 

Gulf countries
managed to avoid

major protests and
to maintain stability

because of a
generous welfare
state, which they

maintain thanks to
the oil and gas

revenues. 



Plenary Session: Euro-Mediterranean politics and the challenge of regional
diversity and fragmentation 
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Although some
countries in the

region have
plunged into

conflict, others
have managed to
maintain political

stability and could
become a pivot for

the Euro-
Mediterranean

relations. 
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The EU should
design a

differentiated
framework of

relations with its
southern

neighbours.
Countries wiling to

progress in joint
relations should be

included in some
EU common

policies. 

Fragmentation
should not be

perceived only as a
threat but also as
an opportunity to
address common

challenges
differently.
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The Syrian citizens
should no longer

be perceived only
as recipients of

external help, but
rather as political

and economic
actors, with the
right to design

their own future. 

Regional
cooperation should

be promoted, as
otherwise the

diversity can turn
into long-lasting

fragmentation.
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Diversity and
fragmentation

must be
understood not
only in terms of

more acute state
based rivalries, but

also in terms of
rather different,

disconnected ways
to tackle thematic
challenges in the

region.


