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Since the Hamas takeover of the Gaza Strip in June 2007 and until the recent

escalation several truces and ceasefires have been signed between the two

sides. All were brokered by Egypt and did not prevent the explosion of the

cycle of violence again.

In 2008, Egypt mediated between Hamas and Israel to reach a ceasefire

agreement, which began in June and ended in November 2008. One month

later, Israel carried out Operation Cast Lead in order to achieve three

objectives, namely: 1) to destroy the tunnels; 2) to end Hamas rule in Gaza;

and 3) to stop rocket fire into Israel. After three weeks of the Israeli air, sea

and land offensive, none of those goals were achieved, despite Operation Cast

Lead causing the death of 1,300 Palestinians and destroying 5,000 homes

and damaging another 17,000. It is worth mentioning that during the period

2002-2008, homemade Hamas rockets had a range of below eight kilometres,

while this increased to 30 kilometres during Operation Cast Lead in 2008-

2009. During the Pillar of Defence escalation, Hamas rockets had a range of

80 kilometres, reaching the cities of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem for the first time.
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We can easily expect that Hamas rockets in the year 2015, for example, might

reach more than a hundred kilometres based on the level of improvement of

Hamas military capacity in the past decade.

So the next escalation would be much more brutal, devastating and fatal

compared to previous rounds. All truce or ceasefire agreements between

Hamas and Israel reached over the past six years have not stopped the

explosion of the situation or prevented the Palestinian resistance movement

from developing their military capacities. On the other hand, it has not

convinced Israel that the military escalation policy and the Gaza Strip siege,

which has caused catastrophic humanitarian crises for the people living there,

is the solution. Here we must consider other more sustainable and less costly

solutions. There is no doubt that the reactivation of the peace process and

negotiations between the Palestinian Authority and Israel is the best solution

to confront the dangers that threaten security in the region and bring

permanent peace.

A Modified Roadmap toward Permanent Peace 
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Auspices of the International Community
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Simultaneously published as a Focus article at the Observatory of Euro-Mediterranean policies, www.iemed.org
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