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PANEL 1. THE CRISIS OF THE AUTHORITARIAN SYSTEM IN THE MEDITERRANEAN ARAB

WORLD: THE POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ROOTS OF THE ARAB SPRING

The Genealogy of Power in the Arab World

The Post-Colonial Period: 1952-1970

Predator States: 1970-2000
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The Straw that Broke the Camel’s Back: 2000-2011

Structural Factors Originating the Revolts

Demographic and Socio-Economic Factors

The Role of Youths and Women
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The Sphere of the Media and New Technologies

PANEL 2. REVOLUTIONS, REFORMS AND REPRESSION: THE DIVERGING PATHS OF THE

ARAB SPRING 

A Reformist Revolution: The Case of Egypt
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Syria: The Revolution of the Three “Noes”
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The Particular Case of Morocco: Real or Superficial Reform? The 25th November Elections Will

Be the Acid Test 

The Gulf States Await Their Revolutions
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The Inclusion of Religious Minorities and the Place of Political Islam in the Democratic Process

The Term “Revolution”, the Dilemma of Content and Packaging
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Prevalence of the Conspiracy Theory among Forces Associated with Authoritarian Regimes

PANEL 3. DEMOCRATIC TRANSITIONS: THE ROAD AHEAD

Tunisia: Where Should the Democratic Transition Begin?
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Elections and Constitutional Reform

Structural Reform of the Public Sector and the Media

Reform of the Police System

Reform of the Judiciary
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Reform of the Media

Relations between Tunisia and Europe

The Spanish Transition: A Frame of Reference but not a Model to Follow

The Polish Transition: The Role of Religion in the Democratic Process
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PANEL 4. GEOPOLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE ARAB SPRING

The Implications of the Arab Spring for International Relations
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The US in the Middle East: A Declining Power or Mere Loss of Interest? 

The Reaffirmation of Turkey as a Regional Power 

The Growing Isolation of Israel 

Reconsidering the European Union’s Relations with Its Southern Neighbours  
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CLOSING SESSION. THE ARAB SPRING AND EURO-MEDITERRANEAN RELATIONS:

WHAT AGENDA FOR THE FUTURE?

The Bilateral Track: the European Neighbourhood Police and the Use of New Instruments

against Traditional Approaches 
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Introducing Differentiation in EU External Policies: A Dilemma between Responding to Diverging

National Needs and Promoting a Regional Approach

Redefining Political Conditionality: Between Mediterranean Co-Ownership and the EU’s

Preference for Positive Conditionality
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The Efficiency Duty: the Euro-Zone Economic Crisis and the “Less for More” Approach 

The Multilateral Track of Euro-Mediterranean Relations: The Union for the Mediterranean 
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